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4 At a meeting of che Citizens of MARIETTA, knit adi; wh 
14 VOTED, That Rufus Putnam, Griffin Greene, George Ingerſoll, Winthrop Sargent and Flenezer 
P Battelle, Eſquires, be a Committee to wait on Doctor Drown, and thank him for his oxaT10N 
3 delivered this day, and to vequeſt a copy for the preſs. 
F 51 | EBENEZER BATTELLE, Clerk. 
1 
= S I R, | | : 
© AFTER our acknowledgments to the Governour of the Univerſe for the vecaſion of this anniverſary 
3 | feftival,* we, in the name of the citizens of Marietta, return you our moſt cordial and funcere thanks 
$ for your pertinent, ingenious, and elegant Oration delivered ths day, and requeſt a Copy for the Prefs. 
RUFUS PUTNAM, 
GRIFFIN GREENE, 
| | . | GEORGE INGERSOLZ, 
Doctor SoLowon Drown. WINTHROP SARGENT, 
EBENEZER BATTELLE, 
— — —— n 
GENTLEMEN, 


GRATITUDE to a generous and candid audience for their favourable reception of the An- 
niverſary Oration, and the obliging manner in which you have imparted than reſolve, render 
it impoſſible for me to decline a compliance with their requeſt. 

With ſentiments of the moſt cordial reſpe& and eſteem, 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your molt obedient Iervant, 


SOLOMON DROWN. 
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535 Zo the Gentlemen of the Committee. 


*nx$0LvED by the Agents of the Ohio Company, that the 7th of April, the day on which General Putnam com- 


5 menced the ſettlement in this country, be forever obſerved as a day of publick Feſtival in the Territory of the Ohio 
. Company. 
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Oelivered at Sue Aral 7, 1789. 


— 4 
* CHE expectation of fo polite and reſpectable an audi- 
> ence, excited by the novelty of the occaſion on which 
we are aſſembled, that of celebrating the firſt anni- 
verſary of the ſettlement of a new and widely ex- 
tended territory, cannot fail to be productive of diffi- 
dent emotions in him who has the honour to addreſs 
you. Feeling his inability to perform, in the manner he could wiſh, 
x the taſk allotted him in this day's ſolemnization, he will however ſtrive 
to reaſſure himſelf, from the conſideration of the candour he has al- 
ready experienced, and this laſt mark of your favourable opinion—an 
| honour to be cheriſhed in his memory with the moſt affectionate grat- 
1tude. 


; PERMIT me, then, moſt cordially to congratulate you on the auſpi- 
cious anniverſary of the ſeventh of April, 1788—a day ever to be re- 
\ B a 


6 


ö ; memmbered with annual feſtivity and joy: For then this virgin ſoil re- 
1 ceived you r e from your native homes, by charms ſubſtan- 
4 tial and ineſtimable :— 


& A WILDERNESS of ſweets ; for Nature here 
Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will 
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more ſweet, 
Wild above rule or art ;—the gentle gales 

- Fanning their odoriferous wings, diſpenſe 
Native perfumes, and whiſper whence they ſtole 
- Thoſe balmy ſpoils.” 


HAIL glorious birth day of this weſtern region On ſuch a day— 
in the ſame beauteous 3 880 ancient poets feign'd the earth v was firſt 
created. x 


The world was hatch'd by Heaven's imperial King: 
In prime of all the year, and holidays of ſpring. 
* Then did the new creation firſt appear; 

Nor other was the tenour of the year: 
When laughing Heaven did the great birth attend, 
And eaſtern winds their wintry breath ſuſpend : 
Then ſheep firſt ſaw the ſun in open fields ; 
And ſavage beaſts were ſent to ſtock the wilds :—== 

Nor cou'd the tender, new creation, bear 
Th' exceffive heats or coldneſs of the year: 
But chill'd by winter, or by ſummer fir'd, 
The middle temper of the ſpring requir'd, 
When warmth and moiſture did at once abound, 
And Heaven's indulgence brooded on the ground.“ 


« 1x this ſoft ſeaſon (let me dare to ſing) | 


NON alios prima cręſcentis origine mundi 
| Illuxiſſe dies, aliumve habuiſſe tenorem 
. Crediderim ; ver illud erat : ver magnus agebat 
Orbis, et hibernis parcebant flatibus Euri, &c. Ine, Georg. II. 336, 


7 


— - 


- FIRST let us pay our grateful tribute of applauſe to that firm band, 
who, quitting their families and peaceful habitations—foregoing all 
the endearments of domeſtick life in the midſt of a ſevere winter, ſet 
out on the arduous enterprize of ſettling this far diſtant region. And 
here my inclination would lead me to paint their unexampled perſe- 
verance in that inclement ſeaſon—their numerous toils and dangers in 
effecting the great buſineſs of unbarring a ſecluded wilderneſs, and 
rendering it the fit abode of man, did not the preſence of their worthy 
leader* prevent me e from indulging it. 


* 


BUT, of thoſe worthies who have moſt exerted themſelves in promot- 
ing this ſettlement, one, alas ! is no more ;—one, whoſe eloquence, like 
the muſick of Orpheus, attractive of the liſtening crowd, ſeemed de- 
ſigned to reconcile mankind to the cloſeſt bands of ſociety. Ah! what 
avail his manly virtues now !—How through yon winding path his 
- corſe was borne, and on the ſteepy hill interr'd with funeral honours 
meet. What boſom refuſes the tribute of a ſigh, on the recollection 
of that melancholy ſcene, when, unuſual ſpeCtacle ! the fathers of the 
land—the chiefs of the aboriginal nations in ſolemn train attended— 
while the mournful dirge was rendered doubly mournful mid the 
gloomy nodding grove. On that day even nature ſeemed to mourn. 
O Varnum! VarnuM ! thy name ſhall not be forgotten, while grati- 
tude and generoſity continue to be the characteriſticks of thoſe inhab-. - 
ting the country once thy care. Thy fair fame is deeply rooted in 
our foſtering memories, and, 


® GENERAL R. Putnam, one of the Directors of the Ohio Company, and Superintendent of 
the ſettlement, 


"0 8 3 r 


; , imber edax, non Aquilo impotens 
Poſſit diruere, aut innumerabilis 
Annorum ſeries, et fuga temporum.“ Hor, 


"THE origin of moſt countries is loſt in the clouds of fiction and ro- 
mance ; and as far up as you can trace their hiſtory, you will find 
they were generally founded in rapacity, uſurpation and blood. It 
was not but by means of wars, horrid wars! that the Iſraelites gained 
poſſeſſion of their long ſought, promiſed Canaan—driving before them 
the nations who had occupied that charming country. Rome itſelf — 
imperial Rome !—the miſtreſs of the world !—was founded by a law- 
leſs and wandering banditti, with Romulus at their head—who was 
continually embroiled with one or other of his neighbours, and war 
was the only employment by which he and his companions expected 
either to aggrandize themſelves, or even to ſubſiſt. Singular, then, 
and before unheard of, are the circumſtances of your firſt eſtabliſhment 
in this extenſive territory—without oppoſition, and without blood- 
ſhed. How ſtriking the contraſt between ſuch a manner of conduct- 
ing an important enterprize, and the barbariſm of the ſo much extol- 
Jed heroick ages ! The kind and friendly treatment of the Indians by 
the firſt ſettlers, has conduced greatly to the favourable iſſue of the late 
treaty. Such humane conduct, ſo eaſy to practiſe, cannot fail to have 
great influence even on ſavage minds.—Nor leſs, the unwearied atten- 
tion, and patient equanimity of his Excellency Governour ST. CLais, 
amid the attacks of a painful diſorder, and the delays naturally ariſing 
from the diſcordant intereſts of unconnected tribes. And here let us 
commemorate the virtues of the unaſſuming and moſt benevolent Mr. 
Jobn Heckenwelder, Moravian Miſſionary among the Delawares. Such 


1E force of boiſt'rous winds and mould'ring rain, 
Years after years an everlaſting train, 
Shall ne'er deſtroy the glory of his name, 


” 9 

is his aſcendency over the minds of the chriſtianized Indians, that to 
his kind offices, in ſtriving to effectuate the above happy event, no 
ſmall ſhare of praiſe is to be aſcribed. But to whom is this ſettle- 
ment more indebted than to the generous Chieftain, and other worthy 
Officers of yonder fortreſs, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Harmar ! 
With what cheerfulneſs and cordiality have ye ever entered into every 
meaſure promotive of the Company's intereſt, Important is the ſta- 
tion ye fill in eyery reſpect and not leaſt in this, that ye ſeem reſerv- 
ed to exhibit to mankind a ſpecimen of that military ſplendour, which 
ornamented the arms of America, and would do HONOuE to the troops 
of any potentate on earth. 


ur gentle influences of female ſuavity are ever readily acknowl- 
edged by all who make the leaſt pretences to civilization. Happy in 
this reſpect, if we perceive the leaſt ſpark of ferocity kindling in our 
breaſts from the wildneſs of our ſituation, we have only to turn our 
eyes on theſe amiable patterns of the milder virtues, to quench the 
ſavage principle, and reſtore us to humanity. Enough cannot be ſaid 
in commendation of your fortitude and generous reſolution, my FAIR 
AUDITORS, who, apparently, made ſo great a facrifice in quitting your 
native homes and endeared connexions, to ſettle in this remote wilderneſs 
 —while thoſe connexions, loth to part, were fondly urging every diſſua- 
ſive from the enterprize, and conjuring up a thouſand difficulties that 
would obſtruct your progreſs, or meet you here. But your laudable per- 
ſeverance and equanimity have ſurmounted them all ; and inſtead of be- 
ing ſerenaded with howlings of wild beaſts, and horrid yells of ſavages, 
which ye were warned to expect, on the delightful banks of Muſkin- 
gum ye are favoured with the blandiſhments of poliſhed ſocial inter- 
courſe. Are we, indeed, in a wilderneſs ?—The contemplation of the 


| ſcene before me, would almoſt lead me to diſtruſt my ſenſes. No 
5 | 
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wonder the gentle Spenſer feigned ſuch mingled beauty and elegance; 


by virtue brightened, could make a funſhine in the ſhady grove.” 


IT would take up too much time to detail minutely your progreſ- 


ſions in thus far effecting an important ſettlement. The marks of 


induſtry obſervable on every hand, ſince your arrival, particularly the 
buildings on Campus Martius (forming an elegant fortreſs) do you 
great honour, and lead the admiring _ to entertain a very flat-- 
tering opinion of un growing greatneſs.— 


« ALL is the gift of induſtry ; whate'er. 

Exalts, embelliſhes, and renders life 

Delightful. Penſive Winter cheer'd by him 
Sits at the ſocial fire, and happy hears 

Th' excluded tempeſt idly rave along ; 

His harden'd fingers deck the gaudy Spring; 
Without him Summer were an arid waſte ; 
Nor to th' autumnal months could e'er tranſmit: 
The full, mature, immeaſurable ſtores.” 


Thus fair is the firſt page of your hiſtory ; and may no foul blot 
hereafter ſtain the important volume which time 1s unfolding in this 
Weſtern World. But may it prove worthy—fraught with worthy 
deeds—to be reſcued from the final conflagration, by ſome bright 
Cherub's favouring arm, and diſplayed to the view of approving ſpirits 


in the realms of bliſs ! 


TH1s country will afford a noble opportunity for advancing know- 
tedge of every kind. A communication with all nations will enable you 
to introduce the moſt uſeful and excellent ſcientifick improvements 
which are to be found in every kingdom and empire on earth. Effect- 
ual meaſures have been taken by Congreſs for cultivating and diffuſing 
literature among the people, in appropriating large tracts of land for 


TI 


the eſtabliſhment of Schools and an univerſity. The inſtitution of a 
publick Library would be of great benefit to the community, not only 
by affording rational amuſement, and meliorating the diſpoſition, but 
by giving thoſe who have not a liberal education, an opportunity of 
gaining that knowledge which will qualify them for uſefulneſs. Let 
us not pretermit the inviting field which is opening in this country 
for the reſearches of her riſing ſons of ſcience. The Botaniſt and 
Mineraliſt may range here with increaſing delight. The Antiquary 
too will not be deſtitute of a ſubject of diſquiſition. Thoſe ancient 
works, exciting the admiration of every beholder, are the effect of great 
labour, and muſt have been built by a far different people: from the 
preſent natives. They are undoubtedly of much higher antiquity 
than ſome have imagined : And he who could command the labour, 
or draw forth the reſources of his country for ſuch purpoſes, muſt 
have been inveſted with power that bears no compariſon with that of 
modern Sachems. If they aught reſembled the Natches in their cuſ- 
toms and manners, thoſe elevated ſquares muſt have been the baſes of 
their temples.* But for what purpoſe was that towering mound erect- 
ed? Is it the mauſoleum of fome- illuſtrious potentate, the reputed 
offspring of yonder glorious luminary? Or was it the altar on which 
they ſacrificed to the bright god of day? Virgil relates the pious deed 
of the Trojans, who renewed the funeral obſequies of Polydorus, and 
raiſed a large mound of earth for the tomb.+ Does not this render 
probable the conjecture, that thoſe former inhabitants deſcended from 
ſome nation retaining the ſame cuſtom. ?. 


*.-7THEREFORE, With the utmoſt-propriety the largeſt is named OQuadranaou. 


+ Inſtauramus Polydoro funus, et ingens 
Aggeritur tumulo tellus.— Exe ip, lib. III. 62. 


12 

BUT that for which this country will ever. be moſt eſtimable, is, 
under the auſpices of firmly eſtabliſhed liberty, civil and religious, and 
the mild government of rational laws, every circumſtance invites to 
the practice of Huſbandry, that beſt occupation of mankind, which 
is the ſupport of human life, and the ſource of all its true riches. 
Delightful region! bordering on the majeſtick Obio, the moſt beauti- 
ful river on earth; watered alſo by other large and navigable ſtreams ; 
favoured with an excellent climate, and fertile ſoil, which, well culti- 
vated, is a real treaſure to every family that is wiſe enough to be 
contented with living nobly independent. It is in ſuch charming 
retreats, at a diſtance from the tumultuous hurry of the world, that 
one reliſhes a thouſand innocent delights, and which are repeat- 
ed with a fatisfaction ever new. In thoſe extenſive and delightſome 
| bottoms, where are ſeen ſo many different ſpecies of animals and veg- 
etables, there it 1s we have occaſion to adnure the beneficence of the 
great Creator. There it is, that at the gentle purling of a pure and 
hving water, and enchanted with the concerts of birds, which fill the 
neighbouring thickets, we may agreeably contemplate the wonders of 
nature, and examine them all at our leiſure. It is amidſt ſuch happy 
rural ſcenes, fanned by gentle breezes wafting fragrance o'er the bloſ- 
ſom d vale, that health and rejuveneſcency of ſoul are indulged to mor- 
tals the choiceſt of the favours of heaven. Nature's amiable bard, 
ns | with the pleaſures of a country life, exclaims 


« © KNEW he but his happineſs —of men 
The happieſt he! who far from publick rage, 
Deep in the vale, with a choice few retir'd, 
Drinks the pure pleaſures of the rural life. 
What though, from utmoſt land and ſea purvey'd, 
For him each rarer tributary life 
Bleeds not, and his inſatiate table heaps 
With luxury and death? What though his bowl 


Flames not with coſtly juice; nor ſunk in beds, 
Oft of gay care, he toſſes out the night, 

Or melts the thoughtleſs hours in idle ſtate ? 
What tho' he knows not thoſe fantaſtick joys, 
That ſtill amuſe the wanton, ſtill deceive ; 

A face of pleaſure, but a heart of pain; 

Their hollow moments undelighted all ? 

Sure peace is his; a ſolid life, eſtrang'd 

To diſappointment, and fallacious hope : 

Rich in content, in nature's bounty rich, 

In herbs and fruits ; whatever greens the Spring, 
When heaven deſcends in ſhowers ; or bends the bough, 
When Summer reddens, and when Autumn beams ; 
Or in the wintry glebe whatever lies 
Conceal'd, and fattens with the richeſt ſap : 

Theſe are not wanting; nor the milky drove, 
Luxuriant, ſpread o'er all the lowing vale; 

Nor aught beſides of proſpect, grove, or ſong. 

Here too dwells ſimple truth; plain innocence ; 
Unſully'd beauty; found unbroken youth; 

Health ever blooming ; unambitious toil ; 

Calm contemplation, and poetick eaſe, — 


© THE rage of nations, and the cruſh of ſtates, 
Move not the man, who, from the world eſcap'd, 
In ſtill retreats, and flowery ſolitudes, 
To nature's voice attends, from month to month; 
Admiring, ſees her in her every ſhape; 
Feels all her ſweet emotions at his heart; | 
Takes what ſhe liberal gives, nor thinks of more. 


6E, when young Spring protrudes the burſtmg gems, 
Marks the firſt bud, and ſucks the healthful gale 
Into his freſhen'd ſoul ; her genial hours 
He full enjoys ; and not a beauty blows, 
And not an opening bloſſom breathes in vain— 
The touch of kindred too and love he feels; 
The modeſt eye, whoſe beams on his alone 
Ecſtatick ſhine; the little ſtrong embrace 
; C 
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Of prattling children, twin'd around his neck, 

And emulous to pleaſe him, calling forth 

The fond parental ſoul. Nor purpole gay, 
Amuſement, dance, or ſong, he ſternly ſcorns; 

For happineſs and true philoſophy 

Are of the ſocial ſtill, and ſmiling kind. 

This is the life which thoſe who fret in guilt, 

And guilty cities, never knew ; the life, 

Led by primeval ages, uncorrupt, | | 

When Angels dwelt, and GOD himſelf, with man!“ 


AGRICULTURE is a no leſs honourable than profitable art, held in 
the higheſt eſteem among the ancients,* and equally valued by the en- 
lightened moderns. The Greeks aſcribed its invention to Ceres and 
her ſon 7. riprolemus ; ; but the Jews, with more reaſon, to Noah, who, 
immediately after the flood, ſet about tilling the ground, and planting 
vineyards. Agriculture has been the delight of the greateſt men. We 
are told that Cyrus the younger planted and cultivated his garden, in 
a great meaſure, with his own hands; -/ and it is well known that the 
Romans took many of their beſt ſtateſmen and generals from the 


* «© XENOPHON, equally diſtinguiſhed in philoſophy and in arms, ſhews, by his commenda- 
tions of Cyrus, the eſtimation in which Agriculture was held by both thoſe great men. Hie- 
ron, king of Syracuſe, did not think it beneath him to write upon this eſſential art, for the 
benefit of his ſubjects. The chiefs of the two greateſt Republicks in the world, Cato, Conſul 
of Rome, and Mago, Sufetes of Carthage, are, in the opinion of the ancients, the moſt cele- 
brated writers upon rural affairs. Amidſt the Aſiatick luxury, and that of the Roman em- 
pire, valuable treatiſes of Huſbandry appeared, written by Attalus, king of Pergamus; by Ar- 

chelaus, king of Cappadocia; by Valerius Aſiaticus, and by the emperor Abbinus. 


+ * 1x the great Cyrus delighted in entertaining his gueſts with fruits of his own raiſing * 
ſurely a no leſs conſcious ſatisfaction will ariſe in the breaſt of every hoſpitable man, when he 
. preſents to his friends the choiceſt produtts of the labour of his hands: Nor will the ſocial 


glaſs have a leſs pleaſing reliſh, becauſe it proceeds from fruit of its owner's growth. py 
M1L1.8s ay Practical . 
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plough. There is indeed ſomething truly great in this employment; 
it gives a nobler air to ſeveral parts of nature, filling the earth with a 
variety of beautiful ſcenes, and has ſomething in it like creation. 


Homer, Virgil, and Horace, thoſe greateſt geniuſes of all antiquity} — 


with how much rapture have they ſpoken on this univerſally admired 
art! Our own countryman, the illuſtrious Jefferſon declares, Thoſe 
who labour in the earth are the choſen people of cop, if ever he had 

4 choſen people, whoſe breaſts he has made his peculiar depoſit for 
ſubſtantial and genuine virtue. It is the focus in which he keeps 
alive that ſacred fire, which otherwiſe might eſcape from the face of 
the earth. Corruption of morals in the maſs of cultivators is a phenom- 
enon of which no age nor nation has furniſhed an example. It is the 


mark ſet on thoſe, who not looking up to heaven, to their own ſoil 


and induſtry, as does the huſbandman, for their ſubſiſtence, depend 
for it on the caſualties and caprice of cuſtomers. I repeat it again, 
eultivators of the earth are the moſt virtuous and independent citizens. 


* «1x ancient times, the ſacred Plough employ'd 

The kings, and awful fathers of mankind : 

And ſome, with whom compar'd, your inſe& tribes 

Are but the beings of a Summer's day, 

Have held the ſcale of empire, rul'd the ſtorm 

Of mighty war; then, with victorious hand, 

Diſdaining little delicacies, ſeiz' d 

The plough, and greatly independent ſcorn'd 

All the vile ſtores corruption can beſtow,” —— TroMs0N» 


rr may be unneceſſary to obſerve, that the firſt perſonage of our country, who fairly 
eclipſes all of Grecian or of Reman name, is himſelf an huſbandman, and a great encourager 
of every agricultural improvement ; witneſs his late viſit to the ſeat of Baron Polnitz, near 


the city of Newyork. 


+1 MIGHT have mentioned Cicero alſo, who ſays, * Omnium rerum ex quibus aliquid con- 
quiritur, nihil eſt agriculturà melius, nihil ubenus, nihil dulcius, nihil homine, nihil libero 
dignius.— D Orr. * 1s 


Tur erer of China, to encourage this moſt delightful and im- 
ant of arts, goes forth annually, attended by his principal officers, 
and holds the plough with his own hands—which ceremony of., firſt 
opening the ground in the ſpring, is performed with great ſolemnity. 


ax Emperor of Morocco (Mahomet II. if I miſtake not) being en- 
gaged in a war, ſolicited aid of a neighbouring prince, and prom- 
iſed in return to communicate to him, the philoſopher's ſtone, which 
this Emperor was reputed to poſſeſs. On the reſtoration of peace, 
being reminded of the agreement, a plough was ſent, with this memo- 
rable meſſage—This is the genuine philoſopher's ftone, which, prop- 
erly uſed, will be productive of the trueſt riches. I mention theſe 
anecdotes, that ye may know in what high eſtimation Agricultüre has 
ever been held, and that nothing hereafter may ſeduce you to relin- 
quiſh the ſolid advantages reſulting from cultivating the ſoil, for the 
flattering, and too often deceitful, proſpects afforded by trade and 
commerce: But, like Virgil's old Corycian, on your own well culti- 
vated fields, in the placid enjoyment of the fruits of your labour, ** 


pou equal, in contented minds, the wealth of Kings.“ 
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ce THOSE who, miſled by wrong ideas too often tacked to words, imagine that a country 
life is repugant to politeneſs, are ſurely much miſtaken ; that is the language of falſe urbanity. 
True politeneſs; the moſt cordial affection, the ſincereſt friendſhip, and unfeigned courteſy, 


without the grimace of Rrained compliments, have often been found among the happy inhab- 
itants of rural cottages.” « Huſbandry may be ſuperintended by an elegant mind, nor is it by 
any means neceſſary that they who engage in it ſnould contract a coarſeneſs of manners or a 
vulgarity of ſentiment. It is moſt favourable to health, to plenty, to repoſe, and to innocence; 
and great indeed muſt be the * which Juſtify a reaſonable creature in relinquiſhing 
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